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Columbia Historical
Society meeting
Every year, Columbia His-

torical Society members go to
the third grade students at
Copopa Elementary and pres-
ent “The Columbia Story,” a
history of the founding of
Columbia Township. The stu-
dents can tour Bronsen
House, the community
museum.
This year, the historical

society will present the pro-
gram at the society meeting
7:30 p.m. Tuesday at the
Columbia Town Hall, 25496
Royalton Road. Everyone is
invited to hear the rich history
of the community andmeet
community ancestors.
Guests are encouraged to

arrive at 7 p.m. to meet the
members of the historical
society and enjoy refresh-
ments.

Church holds
Chinese auction
North Eaton Christian

Church Disciples of Christ will
hold its annual Chinese auc-
tion 7 p.m.Wednesday at the
church, 35895 Royalton Road,
Eaton Township.
Tickets for the auction are 6

for $1 (in advance) or buy
them at the door for 4 for $1
the night of the auction. The
event is family-friendly.
This year the big items

include a $250VISA gift card;
$100Walmart gift card; and
$200 cash jar as well as several
gas cards, along with more
items. To buy tickets or donate
items, call the church office at
(440) 748-2230.

Eaton Twp. Senior
Education Program
The next session of the

Eaton Township Senior Citizen
education programwill be 10
a.m. to noonThursday at
Eaton Township Hall.
Come and learn about the

signs and symptoms of a heart
attack and stroke.
Free blood pressure screen-

ings will be provided. There
will be a presentation on the
File of Life program sponsored
by St. JohnMedical Center
and all attendees will receive a
free file to keep. This is a free
program for the seniors of
Eaton Township.
If you have any questions,

call (440) 748-2236.

Church hosts
community dinner
A community dinner will

be 4 to 7 p.m. May 14 at the
Grafton United Methodist
Church, 973 Mechanic St.,
Grafton.
All are welcome to attend

the free meal.

Midview After Prom
dine-arounds
Help support the Midview

After Prom Committee while
having a meal out with the
family.
A portion of the proceeds

from the featured restaurants
will be used to support the
efforts of the After Prom
committee:
�Wednesday — breakfast at
Joe’s Signature Grill, Grafton
�May 17 — all day at Harvest
Café in Grafton
�May 31 — breakfast (6 to
10 a.m.) and dinner (3 to
11 p.m.) McDonald’s in
Grafton.
There is still time to sign

up to help out at the after
prom event as a volunteer.
To volunteer, send your

name and contact informa-
tion to midviewafterprom@
yahoo.com and someone will
contact you.
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Programs include:

• Camp Good Grief weeklong day camp

• Support groups for children and

adolescents

• Individual and family grief counseling

• Traumatic/complicated grief assessment

and intervention

• Grief education and crisis response

for schools

Stein Hospice offers assistance to

children for all types of loss, free and

available to anyone in the community.

Call 1-800-625-5269 or

visit www.steinhospice.org

for more information.
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Every day in YourTown, we spotlight
a different Lorain County community:
MONDAY: Avon/Avon Lake
TUESDAY: Amherst/Vermilion/South Amherst
WEDNESDAY: Wellington/Oberlin
THURSDAY: North Ridgeville
TODAY: Grafton/LaGrange/Columbia
SATURDAY: Lorain/Sheffield/Sheffield Lake
SUNDAY: Elyria/Elyria Township

STUFF TO DO

NOTEBOOK

CRIME WATCH

Send your
Grafton/LaGrange/Columbia

news
to Melissa Linebrink
Phone: 329-7155
Email: mlinebrink
@chroniclet.com

Tuesday
Adult CPR/AED, 5:30-9:30 p.m.,

Lorain County Chapter of the
American Red Cross offices, 2929
West River Road N., Elyria. Class
is open to those 12 years and
older. CPR/AED certification valid
for two years will be issued upon
successful completion of the
course. For information, call (440)
324-2929.

Tuesday, Thursday
Standard first aid, 5:30-9:30

p.m., Lorain County Chapter of the
American Red Cross offices, 2929
West River Road N., Elyria. Adult
CPR is included, and a certificate
good for one year will be issued
upon successful completion of the
course. Call (440) 324-2929.

Wednesday
Child immunization clinic,

3-5:30 p.m., Grafton Community
Center, 1050 Novak Road,
Grafton. Open to families of
children ages birth to 18 years old
needing immunizations. There is a
fee for each immunization, but no
one will be denied due to inability
to pay. For information, call
(440) 204-2300, (440) 323-7595,
(440) 236-8722 or visit at
loraincountyhealth.com.

Infant and child CPR, 6:15 p.m.,
Lorain County Chapter of the

American Red Cross, 2929 West
River Road N., Elyria. A basic
course to prepare individuals to
prevent, recognize and care for
breathing and cardiac emergencies
in infants and children. Certification
is valid for two years. Call
(440) 324-2929.

CPR/first aid re-certification,
5:30 p.m., Lorain County Chapter
of the American Red Cross, 2929
West River Road N., Elyria.
Participants may be re-certified in
any level of CPR or first aid. There
is no review prior to the kills check
or written test, students must
review tested information and
skills privately before re-
certification experience. Call
(440) 324-2929.

May 14
Infant and child CPR, 9 a.m. to

3 p.m., Lorain County Chapter of
the American Red Cross, 2929
West River Road N., Elyria. A
basic course to prepare
individuals to prevent, recognize
and care for breathing and cardiac
emergencies in infants and
children. Certification is valid for
two years. Call (440) 324-2929.

Submit calendar items at least two
weeks prior to the event by faxing to
(440) 329-7282 (Attention: Grafton-
LaGrange-Columbia news) or email
ctnews@chroniclet.com.

LaGrange police
Tuesday, April 26
6:35 p.m. — 150 block Factory

St., unruly 15-year-old girl.
Wednesday, April 27
10:37 a.m. — 140 block Factory

St., attempted breaking and
entering discovered when
homeowner found the lock broken
on his screen door.

Thursday, April 28
9:20 p.m. — Glendale Avenue,

LaGrange Lions Club Park,
complaint of a suspicious vehicle
parked with its lights off. Contact
was made with a member of the
Lions Club who said that due to
the power outage, all of the food
in the club was being moved so it
didn’t spoil.

Friday, April 29
4:45 p.m. — Sun Center Federal

Credit Union, disturbance in the
lobby between two customers.
One party was selling a vehicle to
the other and a disagreement
evolved regarding the vehicle’s
odometer reading. The two parties
were told it was not a police
matter and they need to resolve
the issue on their own.

Saturday, April 30
1:50 a.m. — Dollar General, an

alarm was going off. Officers
arrived to discover a sign fell off

the wall and set off the interior
motion alarm.

Grafton police
Wednesday, April 27
3:13 p.m. — 400 block Main St.,

business complaining of someone
taking pictures from the parking
lot and surrounding area. The
photographer checked out OK
because he was an appraiser for a
street widening project.

7:42 p.m. — Vivian Drive, loud
music complaint.

Friday, April 29
1:36 p.m. — 1000 block

Yarmouth, a woman called police
to say her neighbor moved away
and left their cats. She is taking
care of them now, but isn’t sure
how much longer she will be able
to care for them and she wanted
to know what to do. The officers
said that she should contact
animal control.

Saturday, April 30
8:42 p.m. — Greenbriar

Apartments, loud music complaint.
Sunday, May 1
7:03 p.m. — 700 block Main St.,

a caller said that there was a
highly intoxicated man in his front
yard leaning on a tree. The man
checked out OK, but was highly
intoxicated.

Melissa Linebrink
The Chronicle-Telegram

LAGRANGE—Keystone
High School’s junior varsity and
varsity girls’ softball teams excel
on the field and community
service as well.
Usually, the combined teams

volunteer at Christmas for the
Toys for Tots program, operated
by the LaGrange Lions Club.
“We want to give back (to the

community) because they do
somuch for us,” said Jim
Piazza,Wildcat head softball
varsity coach.
The softball teams also have

raised funds for breast cancer
research/awareness, a cystic
fibrosis organization and a
scholarship in memory of a for-
mer classmate.
While both teams took a trip

to Kentucky over spring break
in April to play softball, the girls
stopped at Seasons Retirement
Community in Cincinnati
where they spent a better part
of their day visiting with the
residents.
According to junior varsity

softball coach Gary Kincannon,
the girls played catch with and
socialized with the residents
frommidafternoon into the
evening.
“Both the girls and the resi-

dents became attached to each
other and are still communicat-
ing,” Kincannon said.
Piazza said Larry Radel, who

is in his 90s, set his walker aside
and picked up a ball and glove
to play catch with the girls.
“He (Larry Radel) told the

girls that was the best day of his
life,” Piazza said.
Piazza said to watch the

interaction between the girls
and the elderly residents was
amazing.
“It was one of the best expe-

riences, hands down. No one
wanted to leave,” Piazza said of
the trip.
Varsity softball pitcher and

first-base player Bee Shaw, 17,

described the experience as
“wonderful.”
“Coach ‘P’ wanted us to

interact with the residents.
Larry (the resident) wanted to
be with us and be as active as
he could. He played (sports)
when he was younger and he is
still involved,” Bee said.
Bee said that before the

teams left for the day, all the
girls signed a softball and gave
it to Radel.
After they returned to school,

each girl received a letter from
Radel. Bee said Radel told each
girl howmuch the day meant to
him.
Bee said the softball teams

sang happy birthday to another
resident. “We got there in mid-
afternoon.We ate dinner with
them and left around 7 p.m.,”
Bee said.
Varsity infielder Alisha Silva,

17, echoed her teammate’s sen-
timent.
“I thought it was incredible. I

wasn’t expecting it to be so

emotional. It wasn’t an every-
day feeling,” Alisha said.
“It showedme howmuch

playing catch canmean to
someone,” Alisha said. “I had a
hard time leaving. I wanted to
stay there the whole trip. I loved
hearing their stories.”
Alisha said visiting the resi-

dents at Seasons Retirement
Community showed her how
important it is to connect with
people of all ages.
“You don’t have to play a

sport to help others. You can do
something on your own.When
I went to (Seasons Retirement
Community), I wasn’t expecting
to cry, but I had tears of joy
(leaving),” Alisha said.
According to Seasons Retire-

ment Community director of
dining services Russ Conrad,
who is a 1989 KHS graduate, it
was hard to put into words the
effect the girls’ softball team
had on the residents.
“Larry Radel was just over-

whelmed. In the 1940s, he was

a pitcher for a softball team, so
the sport is near and dear to his
heart,” Conrad said.
Conrad added that the resi-

dents whomet the girls still
want to know how the team is
doing, so often he logs onto
The Chronicle-Telegram’s web-
site to report theWildcat scores.
“The folks here feel like they

adopted the team,” Conrad
said.
Kincannon said the great

part about coaching is seeing
the students outside of the
classroom.
“I was personally touched at

how they bonded and
responded to the residents at
the assisted living residence,”
Kincannon said. “People read
the paper and perhaps think
that this is ‘just a good softball
team.’ In the real world, they
are great kids who will be out-
standing citizens and are prov-
ing that with the personal sacri-
fices they make toward athletics
and in the community.”

Keystone softball team a hit
Teens visit Cincinnati retirement community on spring break trip
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Keystone High School junior varsity and varsity softball teams traveled to Kentucky
over their spring break in April. While enroute, the teams stopped at Seasons
Retirement Community in Cincinnati where they visited the residents. The team formed
a special bond with resident Larry Radel, center, who was a 1940s softball pitcher.


